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  From the President:   

Dawn Frye 
 
After this trying Iowa winter, I send each of you my 

warmest greetings from the IWLA Executive Board.  

As a team, we are continually working for you, the 

members of IWLA, to be a source for professionalism, 

education and support in the teaching of world lan-

guages in the state of Iowa.  

 

As I write this, spring is only a few weeks away! I am 

amazed at how this year has flown by and has been 

extremely full.  It is hard to believe that the annual 

conference was held over 5 months ago!  I marvel at 

what is expected of us, as educators.  Please, consider 

sharing your expertise and experiences by submitting 

an article in the Summer Bulletin.  Ideas or articles can 

b e  s u b mi t t e d  t o  J u l i e  W i l h e l m  @ 

farm5@frontiernet.net   

 

On a related note, I want to strongly encourage you to 

nominate a deserving colleague for the IWLA Educa-

tor of the Year award.  Consider someone who has 

inspired you.  Perhaps that‘s a colleague, a friend, 

someone you have taken a class or workshop with. A 

nomination form can be downloaded from the website 

under the AWARDS link.  Don‘t delay, nominations 

must be forwarded to Vice President Patricia Calkins 

by April 30th.   

 

I‘d like to extend my thanks to Mary West, IWLA Past 

President, and to all who are working to make the 

2008 IWLA Conference a memorable and meaningful 

event for our members. 

 

 

Lastly, I wish you much success in the end of your 

second semester and even more in your summer re-

laxation. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any-

thing else of concern or interest to the IWLA mem-

bers. 

 

 

~ Dawn Frye, IWLA President 

 

 

Inside this is-

sue………….. 

 
Read Legislative Liaison for 

the iowa department of educa-

tion response to letter writing 

campaign…..page 17 

 

Nomination form for educator of 

the year 

 

Executive board meeting  

minutes 

Elections at Fall 

IWLA Conference 
 

Each fall elections for various positions are held 

at the fall conference of IWLA.  Why not con-

sider putting your name on the ballot for one of 

the openings listed below.  It is a great way to 

become involved and make a difference in your 

profession. 

 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 
Central States Representative 

Parlamentarian 



 

1708 4th Ave. NW 

Waverly, IA 50677 

319-352-9060 

wvan8v@aol.com 

 

Dept of World Language and Culture Studies  

Simpson College 

701 North C Street 

Indianola, IA 50125 

515-961-1645 

Patricia.calkins@simpson.edu 

Home: 410 West Salem Ave. 

Indianola, Iowa 50125 

 

 

Price Lab School, UNI 

sara.blanco@uni.edu 

319-273-3002 

www.pls.uni.edu/blanco 

 

 

1323 Victoria Circle 

Norwalk, IA 50211 

515-981-6474 

cjmulvihill@dmacc.edu 

 

510 E. 3rd Ave. 

Indianola, Iowa 50125 

John2Lora@aol.com 

Waukee High School 

555 SE Univ. Ave 

Waukee, IA 50263 

515-987-5163 ext. 2361 

FAX:  515-987-2784 

lappenzellermiller@waukee.k12.ia.us 

 

1024 Blackwood Circle 

Ames, IA 50010 

515-290-8975 

jmwest@mchsi.com 

DMACC 

Ankeny, Iowa 

mhwest@dmacc.edu 

 

1185 Quail Avenue 

Goodell, IA 50439 

641-495-6161 

farm5@frontiernet.net 

Iowa State University 

300 Pearson, Hall 

Ames, IA 50010 

jwilhelm@iastate.edu 

THANKS FOR YOUR 

LEADERSHIP,  

OFFICERS OF IWLA!! 
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Iowa World Language Association 

Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

Saturday, February 2nd, 2008   9:00 am 

Fischer Community Center, Meeting Room C 

709 S. Center St, Marshalltown, IA 

 

President Dawn Frye called the meeting to order at 

9:02AM. 

 

In attendance:  President Dawn Frye, President-Elect 

Patricia Calkins, Vice President Sara Blanco, Past-

President Mary West, Secretary Carrie Mulvihill 

 

Minutes of Executive Board Meeting of October 6, 

2007 

 

Motion for approval by Patricia Calkins to approve the 

minutes.  Mary West seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Lora Appenzeller-

Miller (report) 

 Total conference cost was $43,737.50.  There was 

also a $1,754 charge leftover from the Dubuque con-

ference. 

 There was an outstanding void for $40.69 listed 

under income, and it was uncertain what this was 

from.  Total income was $41,801.69.  Between confer-

ence income and all conference-related expenditures, 

there is an $8,000-9,000 shortfall. 

 Mary West has a report of conference expenses 

that will address budget issues during conference wrap

-up. 

 Lora has changed positions.  Treasurer position is 

up for election in the fall. 

Mary West moved that the Treasurer‘s Report be ap-

proved and Patricia Calkins seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Old Business 

Conference Wrap up 

 The possibility of using a conference planner was 

discussed as a planner would know better how to look 

at contracts.  All prices from the hotel included an ad-

ditional 29% listed in the fine print.  With the two-year 

contract with the hotel, a better room rate was received 

but other costs were found to be very high, and break-

ing contract incurs a large fee.  Sara Blanco has a con-

tact that may be helpful in handling details of con-

tracts, etc. involved in the conference planning. 

 Various costs from the conference were discussed 

including $833 (this cost part of the food minimum) 

for the Advisory Council/Executive Board meeting 

where those eating paid $25.  Two nights for security 

were $516.  Friday box lunches were $902.  Expenses 

for exhibitors were $1500.  Saturday‘s breakfast and 

box lunches were $15,500 and there were many box 

lunches and much breakfast food left over.  There are 

minimums that must be ordered as far as food is con-

cerned, but Mary suggested that it be determined up 

front what the budget will be per person.  It was asked 

whether lunch should be provided on Saturday, as 

many don‘t stay. 

 The hotel‘s atrium was double-booked, and we 

were charged for a room that we weren‘t to be charged 

for.  There was also a change in the contact person 

between June and August and all plans had to be made 

all over again.  Hopefully, will work with the same 

contact for the 2008 conference as final contact for 

2007. 

 Entertainment was not expensive and due to lack 

of extra space in the room, having one person for en-

tertainment was perfect.  For next conference, should 

plan on $500 for entertainment, and try to get it for 

$250. 

 For speakers, it was determined that it would be 

worthwhile to purchase WIFI for conference meeting 

rooms, and presenters can bring own projectors. 

 Mary West proposed that a budget be determined 

and that a form be used for reporting of conference 

costs.  Once costs are organized to show how money is 

spent, it will be easier to identify where money can be 

saved.  When bills come in, it‘s hard to tell where bills 

are coming from, as they come from various depart-

ments. 

 Mary submitted a budget for conference expenses 

including $825 for the Advisory Council, Executive 

Board meeting (after $25 fee for dinner), $36,000 for 

meals and breaks, $2,000 for speaker travel and hono-

rarium, $1,000 for media, $1,500 for miscellaneous 

costs, $250 for the speaker‘s room, $320 for recogni-

tion gifts, and $500 for entertainment. 

 Patricia will look into conference fees of other 

states and see if we need to consider raising confer-

ence our fees to attendees.  We need to be sure people 

feel they get a lot of the conference and being a mem-

ber of the organization.  Plan to ask conference atten-

dees at all sessions during a certain block to find out 

what kind of outreach projects would be helpful to 

them.  This could provide further benefits to members. 

 Patricia Calkins moved to approve the budget and 

Carrie Mulvihill seconded.  Motion carried.  Thanks to 

Mary for work on budget. 

Patricia and Dawn Frye will be responsible for 2009 

conference and will be looking to cut expenses by 

$9,000. 
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Revision of By-laws  

 Dawn and Sherry Maubach, Parliamentarian, re-

viewed the by-laws.  There was a version of the by-

laws from 1999 and they were cleaned up in 2004.  

Sherry was very helpful in suggesting changes and 

pointing out potential issues in the by-laws, and will 

be responsible at the conference for this part of the 

program. 

 Since name change from IFLA to IWLA, the or-

ganization is still listed under Iowa Foreign Language 

Association with Treasury Department.  Sara will talk 

to Susan Sandholm-Petersen to make sure it doesn‘t 

pose a problem.  Need to also talk to Susan about 

whether the Treasurer needs to be bonded. 

 The Council discussed proposed changes, but by-

laws need to be approved by the membership.  Once 

approved, the amended date will be updated, and they 

will be put on the website as the current by-laws.  Pro-

posed changes will be submitted in the Bulletin and 

will be included in conference materials in the fall. 

 Currently, there are no qualifications for Retired 

Members.  Determined they should be retired from the 

language profession and members in good standing 

for 5 years. 

 A variety of clarifications were made in regard to 

wording terminology on dues increases, regular and 

special meetings, acceptable communication of meet-

ings (electronically vs. via mail or telegraph), requir-

ing auditing of the books, submitting nominations for 

inclusion in the Bulletin, co-signer to IWLA accounts, 

and adding policy for removal from standing commit-

tees that currently existed for Other Committees. 

 It was proposed that the Webmaster be added as a 

member to the Advisory Council. 

 It was suggested that the Vice-President duties 

include membership outreach and assisting the Presi-

dent-Elect in seeking funding. 

 The Council proposed that delegates for ACTFL 

and Central States submit reports to the spring Bulle-

tin. 

The Budget Committee should include the conference 

chair and immediate Past-President. 

 

Ideas to improve financial stability – corporate 

sponsorship  

 Mary West has solicited Wells Fargo for $3500 to 

cover speaker expenses.  Alli Muller is from Lincoln, 

Nebraska so travel should not be as costly.  Luncheon 

speaker has not yet been determined.  Mary expects to 

have word this spring, as Wells Fargo requires a mini-

mum of six months to make a decision. 

 Mary is looking to target organizations that have 

 supported the Latino Festival, as next conference 

will be in Des Moines.  Coralie Turner will contact 

Pioneer. 

 Patricia Calkins suggested going to Principal.  

Sara Blanco will be attending the Iowa Language and 

Culture Conference.  We may want to consider a joint 

conference with ESL folks as we have a lot of the 

same issues and literature. 

 Latino Festival donors included Alliant, Allied, 

DMACC, Grand View, Iowa Department of Educa-

tion, Principal, Wells Fargo, Veridian, Raices, Sallie 

Mae, Iowa Latino Media Association and Marshall-

town Community College. 

 Mary and Sara will work together to get corporate 

sponsorship.  Though it is listed on tax returns that we 

are tax exemps, the original IRS letter that grants the 

status has not been located.  Sara will look into getting 

a copy from the IRS. 

Winter meeting with Executive Board should consist 

of budget revisions. 

  

New Business 

Location of Future Conference Site 

 There are proposals from Waterloo and West Des 

Moines for the 2009-2010 conferences.  No decision 

has been made yet so that action could be taken as a 

board.  Need to consider reports from exhibitors and 

local chairs, and there has been much support for stay-

ing in Des Moines. 

 Conference chair is looking for direction and 

wants to determine what is best for the association.  

There are advantages and disadvantages to all deci-

sions, and there are advantages to moving around to 

involve different groups of people.  Attendance is 

greater in the Des Moines area due to a larger popula-

tion to draw from and is halfway convenient for many 

who do the most work planning the conference.  The 

people who are planning the conference should have 

the most input.  Most advise against having the con-

ference on the eastern or western border of the state. 

 Dawn has gotten responses from people in the 

Waterloo area who are willing to help with the confer-

ence if it were planned for Waterloo, including UNI.  

Waterloo site plan currently has exhibitors away from 

rest of conference space, but would need to put ex-

hibitors where people will be. 

 Des Moines site being considered is the Sheraton 

in West Des Moines.  Has been conference hotel in 

the past and has same layout as Embassy Suites and 

also has good access.  Past issues from the conference 

in this hotel have been resolved in some changes in 

layout.  The contact has been very helpful so far and 

has been very organized. 
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the  Des Moines conference.  Should be able to get 

photos from Juan Trujillo, historian. 

 

Maestro a Maestro/Tête-à-Tête 

Need to do outreach so that all are aware of this op-

portunity.  Information about this event is a member-

ship benefit. 

 

Adjournment - 1:43 pm adjournment by mutual as-

sent. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Carrie Mulvihill. 

Waterloo site could be less expensive.  The service 

charge is less than that for this year‘s conference.  

Complementary suites and upgrades are included as 

well as additional rooms for a certain quantity of paid 

rooms.  Parking is attached by a walkway and it is 

very inexpensive.  Downtown has been renovated to 

have more cultural interest.  If this location isn‘t cho-

sen, could say that there is interest for 2011. 

 

Laptop for Secretary 

Current laptop was purchased when Duronda Schlue 

was secretary, several years ago.  It is currently not 

working very well.  The battery has little to no dura-

tion and the keyboard often has issues, among other 

problems.  Carrie is going to work with Dell and see if 

they would be able to make a donation. 

 

Advisory Council meeting date 

Considered April 5, 12, 19, and 26.  The plan is for 

April 5 at the Ames City Hall.  Mary will take care of 

refreshments.  Advisory Council members will be 

informed by Carrie once Dawn sends information. 

 

Reminders 

Spring bulletin deadline – March 1 

Sara will put out a call for items for the Bulletin.  Per-

haps it would help to suggest topics or themes for a 

part of the bulletin, then perhaps they could come up 

with something that is interesting to them.  Informa-

tion from the trenches, tips, humorous items, nice sto-

ries etc. 
 

Web-site updates 

 Many changes were discussed for basic clean-up.  

Julio suggested looking at the ITEC website—itec-

ia.org for ideas for IWLA site. 

 Decided to clean up some dead links and remove 

the tip of the month since it‘s not been updated and 

it‘s uncertain whether folks are accessing it.  Making 

sure things are current, taking dates off, taking off e-

mail information for those in sections where others‘ e-

mail addresses are not listed. 

 Past recipients of awards changed to alphabetical 

listing so they can be read more easily.  Need to make 

sure ALL winners are included as there is one list in 

the Bulletin and another list on the website. 

 Ask Julie to include a message to ask folks to be 

sure they are listed in the next Bulletin as award win-

ners. 

 

Need to add content so there is further benefit to 

members.  Could include information about portfolios 

or other content.  Sara will write up some content.  

Need to be sure award winners‘ photos are added from   

SPANISH LANGUAGE 

AND CULTURE 

COURSES for teachers 

and educators in the United 

States and Canada    

SUMMER 

COURSES 2008 at 

Spanish universities 

* The classes are taught at prestigious uni-

versities by university professors who are 

specialists in each designated subject 

* The courses encompass teaching and the 

practice of various linguistic skills at dif-

ferent levels of mastery over the Spanish 

language 

* Additional activities are included both as 

a part of the courses and as optional ac-

tivities, such as cultural classes, visits to 

important sites, daytrips, etc. 

* Three week courses—60 practical and 

theoretical hours 

* Sixty-hour courses are recognized as the 

equivalent of a three credit semester 

course at various U.S. universities. For 

more information go to: 

http://www.mec.es/exterior/usa/en/

programs/courses/index.shtml 
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I write to you with great hopes that by the time this 

bulletin is posted spring weather will have arrived.  I 

can only speak for those of us in Northeast Iowa, but 

the excitement of a snow day has long lost its novelty.  

I long for the exhilaration of spring! 

 

A much needed break from this winter‘s challenges 

came last week as I attended the Central States Confer-

ence in Dearborn, Michigan.  Dr. John Storm and I 

made the 9 hour trek with 4 future language teachers to 

represent UNI‘s Modern Language Department.  It 

was my first time attending the conference and I really 

enjoyed the opportunity to interact with language 

teachers from all over the Midwest.  The keynote 

speakers were excellent and I attended some great ses-

sions.  While chatting with a fellow language teacher 

from Wisconsin, a great compliment came to me about 

the Iowa World Language Association.  This teacher 

had attended our conference and interacted with you, 

the members.  While attending our conference she was 

very touched by how welcoming and friendly every-

one was.  She commended the passion of our members 

for being involved and the variety of people who con-

tribute to the organization.  This teacher from Wiscon-

sin reaffirmed my belief that we, the members of the 

Iowa World Language Association have a dynamic 

organization.  I am proud to serve as your Vice Presi-

dent and will do my best to honor the spirit of IWLA, 

created by those that have served before me, continued 

by you as members. 

 

As your new Vice President, I come to this position 

having learned from exemplary teachers what drive 

and energy it takes to do good work.  I student taught 

with Jim Gerrans and was mentored as a new teacher 

by Sherry Maubach and Lowell Hoeft.  Elizabeth 

Zwanziger and Mary Doyle are also my colleagues at 

Price Lab School.  All have fostered my belief in ser-

vice to IWLA and commitment to excellence. 

 

As Vice President, one of my duties for the organiza-

tion is outreach.  My personal quest is to get a ―pulse‖ 

of the members of the organization; to find out what 

your needs are and how IWLA can work to serve those 

needs.  I believe an organization is only as strong as 

the voice of its members.  Lucky for me, teachers are 

not typically the quiet type, especially language teach-

ers!  I am creating a survey to gather this information 

during our fall conference.  Thank you in advance for 

helping me best serve you. 

 

In an effort to build even more camaraderie among our 

members I am asking that you contribute to the IWLA 

bulletin.  How you ask?  I would like you to send me a 

short story from your classroom or professional life.  

You know, the kind you go home and tell your signifi-

cant other, but they just don‘t quite get.  This could be 

anything.  Whatever excites you and will hopefully 

give a boost to someone who, like me, doesn‘t leave  

 

A Day as Frida 

During Hispanic Heritage Month in the fall I always 

have a display in my classroom of famous Hispanics.  

After a discussion of Frida Kahlo, who happens to be 

my favorite artist, one of my eighth grade classes 

dared me to dress up like her for school on Halloween.  

I can‘t pass up a good dare and so I did.  I should have 

known the quality of my costume when I went to drop 

off a DVD for Dawn Frye at Hudson High School and 

the secretaries refused to let me deliver it to her class-

room.  At school, the eighth grade students thoroughly 

enjoyed the costume and thought I looked very much 

like Frida.  When the third graders arrived for Spanish 

they were very quiet and had their heads hung most of 

the class period.  A typically excitable group, I ap-

proached one of them and asked if something bad had 

happened that day that was making everyone so sub-

dued.  She looked up at me and whispered, ―Your eye-

brow is scaring us.‖  I think this will be my first and 

last year as Frida! 

 

Share something from your part of the world by 

emailing me: sara.blanco@uni.edu. Anything and eve-

rything is welcome. 

 

May your school year end well and may spring 

weather renew your energy to make it happen! 

 

Vice-President 

Just for Fun in French 
 

Take your students to this website to explore the 

Youth language in France. It could be very infor-

mative and interesting if you plan on showing a 

movie, an advertisement, a TV show, read a book 

or listen to a song for instance, which employs 

colloquial language a lot.  

 

The website is well designed and user-friendly. 

In the ‗dictionnaire de la zone, you can search by 

word/ expression or even quotations. The website 

also gives you access to a dictionary of ‗verlan‘. 

There is also a forum where users can interact, 

which is particularly interesting as it represents a 

great source of authentic French language. 

http://www.dictionnairedelazone.fr/ 

mailto:sara.blanco@uni.edu
http://www.dictionnairedelazone.fr/
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IOWA WORLD LANGUAGE EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 

2008-2009 

To nominate:  Please nominate a person whom you believe exemplifies the best in teaching at 

his/her particular level and who has provided outstanding service to the profession in the state 

of Iowa and to the IWLA. 

 

Service to the IWLA may be in the form of, but not limited to, presentations to IWLA or sub-

groups thereof, such as Outreach workshops; support groups; service on the Board, Advisory 

Council, or on IWLA committees; sharing results of grantwork; articles contributed to the 

IWLA Bulletin; and other such contributions. 

 

The Distinguished Service Award is intended to recognize a member of IWLA whose entire 

career has reflected the best in world language teaching and in service to the organization. 

 

Recipients must be members in good standing of IWLA. 

 

Recipients are selected on these criteria alone.  No consideration is given to the  

candidate‘s language specialization. 

 

You may not nominate yourself. 

 

Please note that past recipients are not eligible to receive the Educator of the Year, but that they 

may be eligible for the Outstanding Service Award. 

 

Past recipients are:  Jim Becker, Lydia Ruiz, Marcia Rosenbusch, Nile Vernon, Anne Volk-

man, Donna Grunstad, James Graham, Sandy Nyhus, Shelly Winters, Magdalene Mujica-Voy, 

Michael Oates, Barbara Maitland, Toni Baugher, Walter Chatfield, Janine Shelley, Barbara Pe-

terson, Dedi Walker, Rosemaire Van Dyck, Patricia Westphal, Janet Brown Lowe, Evelyn 

Bress, Joan Pace, Joan Lewis, Jacques Dubois, Lieselotte Ritter, Jane Klaver, Linda Wilson, 

Tom Douglass, Jürgen Koppensteiner, Russ Freerking, Alicia Van Bergen, Denise Murray, 

Nelle Hutter, Heidi Galer, Jeanette Borich, Sally Clute, Donna Van Bodegraven, Ana Peck, 

Connie Smith, Kerisa Baedke, Paris Sangrene, Cheryl Voelliger, Trish Colburn, Eunice Van 

Tuyl, Holly Kaptain, Mercia Foster, Larry Pace, Joye Lore-Lawson, Lowell Hoeft, Hildegard 

(Pochy) Morales, Jere Brands, Moira McCluney, Tatiana Spektor, William Hemmes, Shelly 

Power, Tammy Dann, Steve Christiansen, Kay Wells, Patricia Calkins, Lindsey Rice Cornwell, 

Susan Sandholm-Petersen, Beth VanderWilt, Terri Gebel, Dawn Frye, Wade Peterson, Anna 

Marasco, Dawn Bratsch-Prince, Sara Blanco, Elizabeth Zwanziger-Page, Coralie Turner  

 

Please note that not all categories may be awarded each year. 

 

Nomination form appears on next page.  Send to:   

 

Patricia Calkins 

Simpson College 

Department of World Language and Culture Studies 

701 North C Street 

Indianola, Iowa 50125 
Patricia.calkins@simpson.edu 



IWLA Bulletin Spring 2008     page 8 

NOMINATION FORM 

IOWA WORLD LANGUAGE EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 

2008-2009 
Nomination deadline is April 30, 2008.  Please see previous page for complete details. 

 

I wish to nominate: 

 

College/University 

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________________E-mail_____________________________ 

 

Junior/Senior High School (7-12) 

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________________E-mail_____________________________ 

 

Elementary/Middle School    (K-6/6-8) 

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________________E-mail_____________________________ 

 

Attach a statement indicating why you feel the above Iowa educator merits this award on the 

basis of his/her achievements.  Please submit a separate statement for each nomination. 

 

I recommend that you award the IWLA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD to: 

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________________E-mail_____________________________ 

 

You must identify yourself for the nomination to be considered valid. 

 

Your name______________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 
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IWLA 2008 
October 3 and 4 

Des Moines, IA 

 

 
 

Get your proposal form filled out  

and sent in today! 

 

You could present on… 

   

    

        

    
or so much more! 
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PRESENTATION PROPOSAL FORM 
2008 IWLA CONFERENCE: “In the Shadow of the Capital” 

Des Moines, 3-4 October 2008 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF THIS PROPOSAL:  June 15, 2008 

 
Please type or print clearly.  We regret that we are unable to pay our presenters’ expenses or registration fees.  You will be notified in late July 
if your proposal has been accepted.  Please send your completed proposals via email (preferred) or U.S. mail to: 
 
  Name:      Kerisa Baedke    Address:  1923 56th Street   

Position:  2008 Conference Program Co-Chair   City/Zip: Des Moines, IA 50310   
  Email:   kbaedke@mchsi.com    Phone:  (515) 223-8966    
  

 

I.  Contact Person for Presentation:  

 
  
II. CO-PRESENTER(S) (these names will be listed as speakers under your presentation; however, only you will receive communication 

regarding this presentation): 
 

 
SCHEDULE INFORMATION: Please check [x] all times that you are AVAILABLE to present  

Please understand that we need presenters to be flexible about days and times.  We want to have as full and varied a program on 
Saturday as we do on Friday.  Thank you for your willingness to share with your colleagues.  Your flexibility makes putting together 
the schedule much easier.  ALL sessions are 50 minutes in length.  If you wish to do two 50-minute sessions back to back, please 
indicate that below.  

 
   
LEVEL:(check appropriate designation [x]) 

 
    
LANGUAGE: (check [x] all necessary components): 

A. Presented in:    B. Examples given in:   

 
 

EQUIPMENT: IWLA will provide the following equipment free of charge, subject to availability. Presenters will supply ALL OTHER A.V. EQUIP-
MENT 

 
 
TITLE OF PRESENTATION: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DESCRIPTION: (Max. 70 words) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name (as you would like it to 
          appear in the program): 

  

Current Position/Title:   

Current School Affiliation:   

Preferred Mailing Address:   

Phone Numbers: Home:   Work:   

Fax:   E-Mail:   

  Friday  a.m.   Friday  p.m. 

  Saturday  a.m.     

  All   Elementary 
  Secondary   Post-Secondary 

  English   English 

      Target language (specify)   Target language (specify) 

  Both   Both 

  overhead/screen   TV/VCR/DVD   presentation table 
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Central States Report, Spring 2008 
By Kerisa ―Keeka‖ Baedke, Central States Delegate 

 

 It was my privilege to attend the Central 

States Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Lan-

guages in Dearborn, Michigan March 6-8, 2008.  It 

was my second year serving as the Iowa Delegate to 

the Delegate Assembly.  Once again I learned a lot 

and in my second year was able to contribute more to 

the group as a whole. 

 

 The Delegate Assembly is held on Thursday 

afternoon.  It began with an overview of what‘s hap-

pening in language and culture instruction nationally 

and then each state representative gave an overview 

for his or her state. 

 

Here are the national highlights. 

ACTFL sponsored a student podcast competition 

about the reasons to study a foreign language.  

ACTFL is looking at continuing this every year.  Go 

to http://www.actflvideocontest.org/ to view this 

year‘s winners. 

 

J. David Edwards, Executive Director of JNCL-

NICLS gave an exciting report stating that ―Now is a 

great time to be in foreign language!‖ 

 

According to the President, language study is impor-

tant to our nation for three reasons. 

National security 

Economic dependency 

Quality education 

There are many bills in the Legislature that deal with 

foreign language education and study abroad. Among 

them are several English only bills, but there are also 

several English plus bills. 

 

One initiative that JNCL-NICLS is working on is to 

put foreign languages into our national bureaucracy, 

in other words, getting a professional into a position 

that is not dependent on political appointments. 

Talked about StarTalk grants and FLAP grants.  For 

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g o  t o 

http:www.languagepolicy.org/. 

 

After the national highlights, each state delegate 

shared.  There were many common successes and 

many common concerns.  It was a great opportunity to 

hear from other states and to make connections. 

 

Here are some of the most important points that came 

out of the discussion: 

 

The need for a state supervisor.   According to J. 

David Edwards, the most important thing that could 

happen to foreign language education would be to 

have a full-time state supervisor in every state!  Min-

nesota and Kansas both just got one.  And both say 

that it was due in great part to the state association‘s 

persistence in lobbying and letter-writing. 

 

Several states have taken advantage of programs of-

fered by Central States to its member states. 

 

CSC grants have been used to: 

 

Bring student teachers to the Minnesota conference.  

20 students attended at no cost and they served as pre-

siders for sessions. 

 

Pay for a bus to pick up teachers and transport them 

across the state to the annual Kansas conference. 

 

Pay for six new teachers‘ membership and attendance 

at the Kansas conference, as well as inviting them to 

have dinner with the conference keynote speakers. 

 

Hold a state-wide legislative day called ―Languages 

and Legislators‖ 

 

Only CSC Advisory Council members may apply for 

grants.  Currently Katya Koubek, Elaine Park, Marcia 

Rosenbusch, Pat Westphal, and I are members of the 

Advisory Council.  Anyone who attends the confer-

ence may join the Advisory Council.  If you do then 

your registration is gratis.  For more information go to 

http://www.csctfl.org/. 

 

CSC Leadership Program State affiliates nominate 

people to participate in the leadership program, which 

is a two-way peer-mentoring model.  Participants have 

to attend two consecutive Central States conferences.  

They submit proposals for projects.  They work with 

other emerging leaders and with mentors during the 

leadership workshop.  Central States works with par-

ticipants and helps them with their projects.  CSC also 

helps coordinate the funding. 

 

According to the CSC website, projects have focused 

on professional development, action research, advo-

cacy, K-16 articulation, increasing membership in 

state organizations, and writing or implementing new 

world language standards and/or standards-based as-

sessments. 

 

For more information go to http://www.csctfl.org/

pdfs/LeadershipProgram2008.pdf 

 

The Missouri participant began a project to put to-

http://www.actflvideocontest.org/
http://www.languagepolicy.org/
http://www.csctfl.org/


gether grade level standards for the state of Missouri.  

This person finally got someone at the DE to listen 

and the project is being undertaken and fully funded 

by the state. 

 

CSC Extension Workshop 

 

On Thursday there is a full-day workshop that is free 

to attendees (though they must be registered for the 

conference).  Participants are selected by their state 

affiliates.  They then disseminate the information 

gleaned from the workshop in some fashion, often in 

the form of a session at the state conference and an 

article in the bulletin. 

 

Our own Pat Westphal has been one of the coordina-

tors for the Extension Workshop and every year she 

asks if anyone from Iowa will attend. Iowa has not 

had any attendees in several years.  Unfortunately, the 

Extension Workshop, the Leadership Program and the 

Delegate Assembly all take place on Thursday, so as a 

state we would need to ask three different people to 

represent us at these outstanding CSC programs. 

 

Applications are generally due in early February.  I 

suggest that we post something on the website and ask 

for people who are going to attend the CSC to apply.  

The next two years‘ conferences are in Chicago and 

Minneapolis so I imagine more teachers from Iowa 

will attend. 

Other initiatives throughout the Central States region 

include: 

 

A statewide conference and several district confer-

ences – one in the fall and the other(s) in the spring 

 

A scholarship to attend Central States 

 

Outstanding New Teacher Night at the state confer-

ence which included a great ideas share, handouts, 

mentors, and networking 

 

A retreat for emerging leaders in the association 

Hired a professional to redesign the bulletin and the 

logo 

Made postcards with reasons why the administration 

should send teachers to the conference and on the 

back things you should know about the profession-

Combining state conference with a technology confer-

ence 

At the conference run full-day immersion workshops 

on Friday and then regular sessions on Saturday 

 

Present sessions at counselors‘ and administrators‘ 

conferences about the importance of foreign language 

study 

Mentor programs for new teachers and for teachers 

who are the only teachers in their building or district  

 

Encouraging National Board Certification 

 

Once again, I left the Delegate Assembly more 

knowledgeable and excited about the outlook for 

world language education in Iowa and in the nation.  I 

have many suggestions that I will bring to the Advi-

sory Council meeting in April.  I hope that our state 

and our members will take advantage of the great 

services that Central States has to offer.  My personal 

goal for the upcoming year would be that Iowa would 

be represented at the Delegate Assembly, the Leader-

ship Program, and the Extension Workshop next year. 

 

It has been my privilege to serve you IWLA members 

as the Central States Delegate these past two years.  

IWLA is my best professional and personal develop-

ment in the fall and CSC is my best opportunity for 

continued growth in the spring.  There is nothing bet-

ter than an IWLA conference, but CSC comes in a 

close second.  Thank you for this incredible opportu-

nity.  I believe that it takes a few years to learn the 

ropes, make connections and build a strong network 

in any organization, so I have decided to put my name 

on the ballot again to run as the Iowa representative to 

two more CSC conferences. I would be happy to 

serve again at the membership‘s pleasure. 
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Deadlines: 
 

Fall issue—July 1,2008 

 
Winter issue—November 1, 

2008 
 

REMINDER: 

The winter and spring  

editions of the IWLA bulletin 

are no longer published on 

paper.  To read those issues 

check the IWLA website, 

iwla.net under back issues. 



Concordia Language Villages 

Two Programs for World Language Educators 

Teacher Seminars  
June 22 – July 2, 2008 

Second Language Methodologies for Teachers 
 

 Join language teachers from across the United States for a ten-day summer 

graduate course at the Villages.  Upon successful completion of the course, four 

semester hours of graduate credit are earned through Concordia College, Moor-

head, Minnesota.   Learn about and discuss current practices and issues related to 

second language acquisition. 

 The course is open to all K-12 second language educators including ESL 

educators, college educators with an interest in K-12 second language method-

ologies, and pre-service education majors. 

 

Master of Education in World Language Instruction 

Combine On-site With Online Learning 

 The Master of Education Program is designed for the working teacher :  Sum-

mer One, July 5 - 29, takes place at Concordia Language Villages.  Two online 

courses during the academic year bridge to Summer Two, July 5 – 28, at the Vil-

lages.  The program capstone is a thesis and online seminar during the fall semes-

ter of 2009.  The total program includes 34 semester hours of instruction.  

For more information, please contact:   

Concordia Language Villages 

Teacher Seminars 

901 Eighth Street South 

Moorhead, Minnesota 56562 

 

800.222.4750 Ext. 2002 

218.299.4179 

educators@cord.edu 
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Immediate Past President—Mary West 
 

Las personas que tienen dos lenguas tienen dos almas 

– Geraldo Rivera.   

 

While I am not at all a fan of journalist, sensational 

talk show host, Geraldo Rivera, I heard him inter-

viewed on National Public Radio.  During the inter-

view he quoted his grandfather:  People who have two 

languages have two souls.  I love the inference, that 

knowing another language opens the soul to another 

way of experiencing life, relating to others and our 

world around us. 

 

Conference 2008 

―In the shadow of the Capital‖ 

 

As you know ―Tis the season‖ – the legislative season 

that is. The Iowa legislature is in the midst of funnel 

week.  Those bills which have a chance of passing this 

season need to make it out of committee.  One of 

those bills which will be debated concerns state cur-

riculum standards. 

 

Iowa has long been a ―go it alone state‖ taking pride 

in the fact that school districts have local control to 

determine curriculum and goals or standards within 

that curriculum.  In my opinion the result of that phi-

losophy has been a mixed blessing. 

 

As a teacher at the community college level and a 

former teacher at the middle and high school levels, I 

know that the best basic language education occurs in 

the primary and secondary schools.  By the time stu-

dents reach the community college and have had no 

language education, most are too far behind to ad-

vance beyond the basic courses.  They are unable to 

catch up with peers and continue on with minors or 

majors.  They will never be bilingual and they drop 

out discouraged after one or two courses.  What they 

learned and the time they spent will be more or less 

wasted.  At the college level, we try to compact what a 

student learns in three to five years in high school into 

two fifteen week semesters.  That is not a recipe for 

language acquisition. 

 

We all know that language acquisition is a long proc-

ess.  It is a continuum.   What we need to do now is to 

look at a curriculum and base it on acquired skills.  

We need ways to document these skills for the stu-

dent‘s sake and to be accountable to the public.  That 

is why I an intrigued by a portfolio approach to docu-

ment what a student knows.  It is not a prescribed 

straight jacket approach to teaching; instead the 

teacher acts as coach to address strengths and weak-

nesses of the individual student. 

 

If state standards are going to be reality, if not this 

legislative season then soon, who better than our 

membership to be in on the conversation about what 

those standards should be.  We need to step up as an 

organization and take on that responsibility. Otherwise 

we run the risk of having others set the standards for 

us.   We need realistic standards, ones that can be truly 

met with instruments to document progress.  They 

must be based on performance and include the 5 C‘s.  

Let us be the ones to initiate the process. 

 

When and how do we do this, you should ask. It is a 

valid question.  We are also handicapped by not hav-

ing a full time consultant in the Department of Educa-

tion to advocate for us or help us or help us with the 

process of writing state standards.  We cannot tolerate 

this neglect of our area.  We wrote some letters in the 

fall but we need to do more.  We need to lobby.  The 

IWLA along with the AAT‘s are the only organiza-

tions supplying any content based staff development 

in the area of language education in the state of Iowa.  

Anything which gets done is done by volunteers and 

we are being taken for granted for the valuable service 

we provide.  Our organization is going through very 

difficult financial stress.  It is becoming more and 

more expensive to put on a conference and we have 

cut all of the extra programs that we can.  We need 

support and assistance. 

Perhaps a conference resolution from the IWLA to the 

governor and legislature would be appropriate.   Think 

about it. 

Resources for German Teachers 

The German Resources on the Web (GROW) 

site provides teachers with Web resources, 

activities, exercises, standards-based the-

matic units, and projects listing URLs that are 

chosen by the committee for their usefulness 

for teaching German at all levels. 

 

Langsource and other Web Resources is an 

online database of instructional resources for 

the teaching of culture to students in grades 

K-12. (Sponsored by the U. S. Department of 

Education) 

 

Modern Austrian Literature & Culture Asso-

ciation site (http://www.malca.org/links/

links.html) contains information and resources 

about Austria 
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ADVOCACY REPORT 
By:  Tammy Dann 

Letter Writing Campaign 

This fall 120 conference attendees participated in a 

letter campaign to lobby the state legislators for a 

world language consultant.  The letters were deliv-

ered to both the representative and senator for each 

person, which means 240 letters were sent!  Carrie 

Mulvihill, Susan Sanholm-Petersen and I were con-

tacted by a handful of legislators who had received 

letters for their constituents.  A few followed 

through and contacted the state department of edu-

cation on the issue of no world language consultant.  

I have attached a copy of the response from the state 

department on the next page.  An article about the 

campaign was included in the winter bulletin.  I 

have just submitted an update for the spring bulletin 

on the campaign. 

 

I would recommend doing another letter-writing 

campaign next year.  I have been trying to find the 

key people in Minnesota that spearheaded their ef-

fort.  Once I find those people, I will get advice 

from them on how Iowa can proceed.  I would like 

the exec board to choose the themes for the letters 

and I will work on composing them. I will be unable 

to attend the conference this fall, but I‘m willing to 

do as much of the prep work ahead as you need.  If 

you would rather find another Advocacy Chair to 

spearhead this effort, I understand. 

Advocacy Committee 

Carrie and I have been talking about creating an 

advocacy committee.  It would be nice to have peo-

ple around the state to help spearhead and carry out 

any advocacy activities.  I ask that the exec board 

please discuss this proposal. 

Dear Ms. Corkery: 
 
Senator Staci Appel forwarded your letter re-
garding the addition of a foreign language staff 
member at the Department to me for response.  
Thank you for your interest in this subject and 
your support of foreign language instructional 
issues. 
 
You are correct in saying the Department does 
not have a staff member whose sole responsi-
bility is foreign language support.  Carmen 
Sosa does, however, address issues related to 
foreign language instruction and provides tech-
nical assistance in this area.  Unfortunately, 
health issues have prevented her from being 
more active in this area in the last couple of 
years. 
 

As with all Departmental funding issues, this be-
gins and ends with the legislature.  I will tell you 
that the level of obligation already made to new 
funding for existing expansion of effort (allowable 
growth, teacher compensation, and preschool, 
among others) makes this proposal a tough sell 
this year.  The legislature was very generous last 
session providing funding for Department staff 
positions that were badly needed and we cer-
tainly appreciated that support.   
 
While the Department would certainly staff this 
position if funding were made available, we are 
uncertain that there is enough work in this area 
alone to support a position at the Department 
solely for this purpose.  We would want flexibility 
to use this staffing position for other related du-
ties.  We are also confident in saying that a staff 
position at the Department will not solve the 
statewide professional development dilemma in 
this content area. 
 
A better vehicle to promote professional develop-
ment supports for your teachers may be through 
some existing statute.  The current law related to 
individual teacher professional development 
plans requires those plans to include goals for 
the individual teacher beyond district and building 
goals.  It seems to make sense that foreign lan-
guage teachers could use this mechanism to en-
sure that there are objectives related to specific 
content areas in those individual plans. 
 
The Department does, however, understand that 
there are some clear shortage areas in foreign 
language instruction.  Believe it or not, we have a 
steeply increasing need for Mandarin Chinese 
teachers.  We have also imported 17 teachers 
from Spain to teach Spanish in our schools.  
Some sort of legislative effort to develop new or 
incent existing educators to go into foreign lan-
guages would clearly be helpful. 
 
The Department also believes that an expansion 
of the teacher development academy concept is 
another way to potentially address needs in this 
area.  Of course, that is another issue that tracks 
directly to funding.  In short, while we agree that 
there is a need to provide better supports for for-
eign language teachers statewide, we aren’t con-
vinced that a staffing position dedicated to that 
purpose at the Department will accomplish this 
goal.  We are certainly willing to continue to work 
with you on this issue. 
 
Thanks again for your advocacy and I look for-
ward to working more on this issue during the 
upcoming legislative session. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff Berger 
Legislative Liaison 
Iowa Department of Education 

Legislative Liaison,  

Iowa Department of Education  

Response to Letter Writing  

Campaign 


